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‘ﬂﬂwg our article in the February
| ::;;‘f.;afef}fl Fast!, entitled Time to B
w%i'&;ﬂ, wfjmh was an introduction
E'h’-\i.;é.h park’s modified MGB GT
:'ﬁhal;jnd dve now had the chance to
e the wheel and take it for a
SV very impressed with the
=307 ton i
. ONept and the fact it could
"ﬂarag':u;tbh? a competent B owner in
Mo 0me, but how does it feel

MG : e open road?

| 5 U?Iy driven two EVs before,
| -]
N9 MGs on a press day test

route, Colin hadn't really any experience
to fall back on, so got in the MGE

with no preconceived ideas. He has

of course driven modified MGBEs, the
amazing Frontline LE 50, highly tuned Y8
conversions, but an electric B... no. Andy
an the other hand has had an MG Z5 EV
for the past two years 50 ic used to electric
cars; even so, when the EV MIGE was
being moved out of Vital Spark’s premises
the lack of sound caught Andy unaware;._
On a modern BV, the sound of the elactric

handbrake releasing makes you look and

FEATURE &Y

The Elecine B pictured ouvside
The Lygon Arms, Broadway

be aware it's about to set off. It seemed
strange seeing a silent classic making its
way out towards the car park.

Vital Spark’s electric guru Paul Wawiorko
introduced us to the car. Paul has been
involved since the start of this project, and
his enthusiasm for the car is infectious. He
explained the controls and the use of the
gearbox in detail and drove the first few
miles to show us the ropes. With trepidation
Colin got into the driver's seat....

Mo sound! | wanted to turn the key to
start it, but although a key is used, it's anly
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1 rocket,
e torgquel It

I came:1o

{ went to change down, but
d me it wasn't negessary. He
ted | try fourth gear, which I did,
{ pulled away from the junction easily.
he other gears can be used 1o give a bit
mare oomph when pulling away. or you
can just leave it in: fourth.
0On the road the car felt ke any other
well sorted MGE. Handling was excellent,
with the brakes pulling you up with ease.
On the move you had some of the narmal
sounds to keep you happy, wind noise and
the odd squeak and rattle but of course not
the burble from the classic B'engine. The
top speed has been restricted to perform
sympathetically to a standard B with
0-60mph achieved in around nine seconds,
It's no slouch and can easily keep up with
madern traffic. | even tried the three
position regen braking switch to feel the
effect it had en the car. The instruments are
standard but not all are used, and will be
replaced with lookalike items but will show
battery usage etc. The maximum range
5 around 130 miles, dependent on what
other auxiliaries you are using and climate
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conditions. It only took a short time to
adapt to this car and by the end of the test
I really felt at home,

Andy, being used to electric cars, got in
pushed the button so the electrics Sprang
intallife; and set off in fourth gear with
no issues. The Netgain electric motor has
plenty of tarque, andis only really limited
by the internals of the standard MGB
gearbox used on the Vital Spark EV MGE
GT. Even so, the car felt sprightly with
4 good tumn of pace and thay gratifying
mstar_u EV response that C0mes when
planting your right foot on the throtyle
With the relatively standarg brake ang .
SUSPENSION setup, Andy felt the power
-_ilftd performarnice of this MGE GT
jkI.ISt rlight. and more thap adequate :;f

S€PING Up with modern Waffic. Onca yoy,

got rolling you henestly wouldn't really
know you were inan EV. with the wind
noise, tyre noise and other associated
noises which drown out the B burble whist
ciuising along in fourth gear; to all intens
and purposes you were in a standard MGB
GT. In Andy’s modern EV he does a lot of
‘one foot' driving, allowing the braking
Tegeneration system in its maximum seting
to slow the car down. With the MGB G
EV regeneration system you were able to
do this as well, allowing charge to 4o pack
N0 the battery when slowing and also
£xtending the Jife of your front brake i€
and pads. Andy found the MGB a very
COmpetent classic £V to drive, and with
Paul's enthusiasm, understanding of EVS
ar?d drive, it's clear to see that Vital Spark
Wil be ferging ahead with new ideas 0
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youldn 1 When Colin was asked il he

i one, s reply was: ™
Would | feel guilty if | had converte
the B bu" perlectly good car? Mo, as [or some pecple
jeal (et Wiere are good reasons wiy they would
g star il ke 1o convenl ane, such as the restnctions

pe does (0 B cities like London on petrol and
et

the bro diesel cars, and where ever INCeasing fuel
1)

.-|-":"I gl Prices ancd congesion ||1r|rr_|r- 20NES Make
- an electie vehicle a viable alternative

Overall, [he BMGE GT is a very enjoyable LV
Bapenence and ane that we can seée 15 gaing
WG only get better, and il wi

bmes with the enthusiastic Vital Spark

Wam and hearng of future plans. The

MGE GT we 1ested here will be on VITAL SPAR

TR ._ ; ’ : I

1 Ve R e ~
Hiplay at the MG Car Clubs event of o - . - ﬁu’m—
I.Im ftar MGLivel on June 11-12 if you - e p-ee--"'-\ > P p—, \’&_ - I-. g
HEUN ke 1o come and view it {or yoursell . - j
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